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One thing that happens to all of us, sooner or later, is the need to upgrade our operating system. Fortunately, with Linux, we don't also have to upgrade our hardware, unlike some other o/s's. Every Linux distribution has an upgrade option, but usually they only appear to have confidence in a subrelease. For a new full release, or if you're migrating from one distribution to another, all recommend formatting and a fresh install. Meanwhile, we usually have things we've installed, or want to save for some other reason, such as when we discover that the new install broke something we use all the time.


I had been running RH9, with a number of upgrades. After some research, looking at Kubuntu, Knoppix, Fedora, and SuSE, decided to go to SuSE 10. Since I'm on a contract out of state, I needed my system to be fully functional, and when I took a residence, the only 'Net access was wireless, so I bought a wireless PCI card... only to discover that there was no driver for it without a kernel and library upgrade. Since I had intended to move to a current full release, I decided it was time to migrate.

************************


First, I did what backups I could, and with a unused drive, decided to set my system up as it should have been, with /usr, /var, and /opt in their own partitions. I copied /usr/local, which is where I store my custom stuff, over to another name. I copied /etc and /lib as well. Note that this is generally a Good Idea, since any upgrades you do will affect at least /usr and /var, and if you decide to format a partition, there will be no danger to /home, at least.


On the actual install, I tried to use SuSE's upgrade option. It got up to the install, and then failed. I then tried the straight install option, and that failed, because I hadn't formatted the drive.


The final result of what I did, and what I'll do when I upgrade my wife's system, is this: copy /etc to /etc_rh, rename /usr to /usr_rh, and, the final detail that made one final part of my SuSE install not succeed, rename /dev. Doing this, I can always revert back easily enough. Then, rebooting from the CD, I went to single user mode, and deleted both /dev and /etc. This removes any aftifacts that the RPM pre- and post-install scripts might find, without formatting.

